
Reading Diary “The Edge of Berlin”

Edgelands and umlands have interesting properties.  In the case of edgelands we have a zone 
around a city which has been shaped very differently from the city or the land that extends 
beyond it.  It is a place of abandonment, a place of industrial process, and a place where more 
and more commonly people come for commerce.  It however is not designed by convention, it 
instead is shaped organically as it responds to varying needs.  It often exhibits bio diversity 
which is rich and partially a product of its abandonment, sometimes past waste becomes food for 
rich ecology.  It is a place of dreams as its dereliction is fascinating and often poetic—artist and 
children are drawn to the freedom and history of the edgeland.  Edgelands also often hold the 
organs of a city.  The edgeland is the home of many of the vital services cities rely on, but would 
rather not acknowledge in collective consciousness.  In this way the edgelands are like the 
mechanical room in a house.  They are laid out for function and often not shown.  When was the 
last time you visited a house and the host showed you his basement and its myriad plumbing?  
Yet with out this plumbing and heating the house would be a very different abode.  Why then do 
we shun these aspects of function and instead cling to romantic visions of relations to living 
which are delusional?  edgelands show us the architecture of the present, they make visible the 
rawness of modern living.  If we are able to embrace edgelands we embrace our own condition 
and are honest about what it is and who we are.  In this education an evolution could occur.  
Knowing the nature of garbage and the challenges of the waste station could allow us to adapt 
our behavior to better protect ecology, to live more sustainably.  I am reminded of the 
philosopher  Slavoj Zizek in the film Examined Life, when he talks about the necessity of 
embracing our garbage.  We as humans forget that we are part of nature and think of our self as 
engineers and theorist who exploit nature, but infact we are inseparable from nature.  Perhaps it 
is the edgeland where this is most available to our vision, this place where human endeavor is not 
sanitized or romanticized, veneered for our fragile self notions, but exists as it is, part of nature’s 
infinitude and violence.

In the Forward,  we examine how the way that we live in cities is changing and that this change 
is most felt in the zwischenstadt or the boarder regions.  The 19th century paradigm is no longer 
valid and we have to seek new way of approaching urban design.  This has to include multi-
culturalism, diffused labor forces and the fact that nature in its pure state is to found less and less.  
In designing a city if one uses romantic conventions of the city which are based on a life which 
we no longer live we lose the tremendous opportunity of the present.  We need to begin to look at 
the realities of modern life and let go of pasts aesthetics. 

In Studying the definition of Umland, we find some interesting things.  First a city is in a 
relationship with its surrounding communities.  It trades people, labor, and goods with them.   
This relationship has been mapped using many different techniques, but most fascinating it 
seems that the cities influence can be treated almost as a force of nature.  Math can be used to 
determine the gravitation force the city exerts on the surrounding communities and a quantitative 
assessment can be developed.   



 


